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6-8% increase in mortality
9% increased incidence of
lung cancer
Air Pollution is the single largest
environmental health risk in Europe
8.6 months of life expectancy lost
90 % of city dwellers are exposed to
harmful levels of pollutants
400,000 premature deaths

Air Quality Limits
The WHO and EU have upper limits for commonly measured
pollutants. Compliance with current EU targets does not offer
protection for adverse public health effects
Very large cohort studies have demonstrated that there is no
safe limit for PM2.5 at which population effects are not
observed.
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Climate Change and Air Pollution Global warming will continue
to increase the effects of outdoor air pollution
More frequent heat waves during which time air pollution
concentrations are increased. Rising temperature and pollutants work
in synergy causing more adverse health effects.
Longer allergen seasons which may lead to higher rates of allergic
rhinitis and asthma. Ragweed pollen concentration is predicted to be 4
times higher than current levels in 2050.
Increased frequency and severity of storms increasing the likelihood of
epidemic thunderstorm asthma.
Increased frequency of wild fires as a result of more frequent droughts
causes long periods of extremely high particulate mater.

Action on Air Pollution

38% of new childhood asthma
cases in theUK are attributable
to air pollution.
(6-12% traffic related)
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Higher risk of COPD
More rapid decline in
lung function
Increased risk of
repeated exacerbation

Vulnerable Populations:
Children, elderly, those with cardiovascular or respiratory
disease and socioeconomic deprived populations.
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