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Background: Individuals with exacerba4ng COPD display a pa'ern of repeated illness culmina4ng in 
hospital admission. A community virtual ward (CVW) with a bespoke plaRorm that incorporated respiratory 
rate trends was designed, implemented and offered as an alternate to inpa4ent care in Co Donegal between 
16/05/2022 – 16/08/2022 to 15 eligible individuals with COPD. Aims: To explore the feasibility of a proof of 
concept CVW which aims to support individuals with COPD become partners in their disease management. 
Methods: Pa4ents with COPD were admi'ed to the CVW for remote monitoring, op4misa4on of exis4ng 
care plan and provision of a rescue script for suitable individuals. The objec4ve and subjec4ve pa4ent data 
was reviewed daily by the advanced nurse prac44oner. When a trend from normal became apparent the 
pa4ent was assessed and necessary support was provided virtually. If applicable their rescue script was 
ac4vated.  
Results: Pa4ent data from10 admi'ed individuals was used in the final report. Six individuals had one or 
more exacerba4ons with a total of 19 courses of an4bio4cs and 8 courses of steroids being dispensed to 
par4cipants during the study. The average length of stay in CVW was 74 days with no hospital admissions 
recorded. An increase individuals understanding of their COPD was demonstrated also. 
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